Rev. Todd A. Peperkorn — Holy Cross Lutheran Church Rocklin California

The Magnificat
December 16 at 7:00 p.m.

Opening Prayer
Collect for Advent 3

Lord Jesus Christ, we
implore You to hear our
prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by
Your gracious visitation; for
You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
AMEN.

Visitation is a c.1445 oil on panel painting of the Visitation by Rogier
van der Weyden, now in the Museum der bildenden Künste in Leipzig

A Reading from Romans
Romans 12:9-16 (Epistle for the Visitation)
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo
one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal,
be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to
the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality

.


Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your
own sight.

A 5th Century Hymn
385 From East to West

1 From east to west, from shore to shore
Let ev’ry heart awake and sing
The holy child whom Mary bore,
The Christ, the everlasting king.
2 Behold, the world’s creator wears
The form and fashion of a slave;
Our very flesh our maker shares,
His fallen creatures all to save.

4 And while the angels in the sky
Sang praise above the silent field,
To shepherds poor the Lord Most High,
The one great Shepherd, was revealed.
D

5 All glory for this blessèd morn
To God the Father ever be;
All praise to You, O Virgin-born,
And Holy Ghost eternally.
Text: Public domain

3 For this how wondrously He wrought!
A maiden, in her lowly place,
Became, in ways beyond all thought,
The chosen vessel of His grace.

A Reading from St. Luke
Luke 1:46-56
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And Mary said
“My soul magni es the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me
and holy is his name
50 And his mercy is for those who fear hi
from generation to generation
51 He has shown strength with his arm
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

A Reading from St. Luke
Luke 1:46-56
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he has brought down the mighty from their throne
and exalted those of humble estate
he has lled the hungry with good things
and the rich he has sent away empty
He has helped his servant Israel
in remembrance of his mercy
as he spoke to our fathers
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.

Luke 1:56 And Mary remained with her about three months and
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returned to her home.

A Little Text Study
Luke 1:46-56
1 46And Mary said,
“My soul magni es the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48because he has regarded with favor the low estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
49because the Mighty One has done great things to me,
and holy is his name,
50and his mercy for generations and generations is for those who fear him.
51He has done a mighty deed with his arm;
he has scattered the arrogant in the way of thinking of their hearts;
52he has pulled down the mighty from their thrones,
and he has exalted those of low position.
53The hungry he has lled with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
54He has come to the aid of Israel his servant,
to remember mercy,
55just as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his seed forever.”
56And Mary stayed with her about three months and returned to her home.
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Just, A. A., Jr. (1996). Luke 1:1–9:50 (p. 78). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Pub. House.

A little more of Dr. Just

Luther on the Magnificat
The three-fold purpose
Just as a book title indicates what is the contents of the
book, so this word “magni es” is used by Mary to indicate
what her hymn of praise is to be about, namely, the great
works and deeds of God, for the strengthening of our faith,
for the comforting of all those of low degree, and for the
terrifying of all the mighty ones of earth. We are to let the
hymn serve this threefold purpose; for she sang it not for
herself alone but for us all, to sing it after her (LW 21:306)
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—Taken From Just, A. A., Jr. (1996). Luke 1:1–9:50 (p. 79). St.
Louis, MO: Concordia Pub. House.

Magnificat
Illuminated
Manuscript

 


Northern France (Paris),
c. 1420-40.

A Contemporary Hymn
342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
1 What hope! An Eden prophesied
Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side,
Led by a little child!
2 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,
A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:
The fruit of God’s design.
3 As banner of God’s love unfurled,
Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world
Would rally to the cross.
4 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,
Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—
Come, open heaven’s door.
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000522

The Prayers
• Our Father…
• Collect for the Visitation of our Lord
Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of
Your Son and made known through her Your gracious regard for
the poor and lowly and despised. Grant that we may receive Your
Word in humility and faith, and so be made one with Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

• Prayers for Those in Need
• Benedicamus & Benediction

AMEN
Sleep Well

