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Christ Jesus Breathes His Spirit and His Life into Us by the Ministry of the Gospel
The crucified and risen Lord Jesus establishes the ministry of the Gospel in order to
bestow His life-giving Holy Spirit and His peace upon the Church. To those who are
called and ordained to this office, and to those they serve in His name, He grants the
Holy Absolution of all sins. By the fruits of His cross, He replaces fear and doubt with
peace and joy, and thus gives “repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:31).
Through the preaching of His sent ones, He calls us to believe that He “is the Christ, the
Son of God,” so that by such faith we “may have life in his name” (John 20:31). In His
resurrection, we have the “living hope” to which we have been “born again” and by which
we are guarded “for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3, 5). Until
then, “though you have not seen him, you love him,” and by the mercies of God “you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Peter 1:8).
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Divine Service, Setting I
Prelude
Welcome
Hymn of Invocation
475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000522
Tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
LSB 151

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

4
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 151

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LSB 151

C
Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3

Pastor sings italics. Congregation sings bold.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!
Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!
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Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice!
Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to
sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.

Kyrie

LSB 152
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7

This Is the Feast

LSB 155
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection
may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and
God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

P

Sit

First Reading
29

Acts 5:29–42

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.
31
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33
When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all
the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while.
35
And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with
these men. 36For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean
rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him.
He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present
case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or
30
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this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the name. 42And every day, in the temple and from house to house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A
C

Epistle

1 Peter 1:3–9
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by
various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156
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Holy Gospel

John 20:19–31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

P

19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”
24
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger
into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”
26
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
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P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Hymn of the Day
471 O Sons and Daughters of the King

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

sts. ref–4
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471 O Sons and Daughters of the King

8

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!

9

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia! Refrain

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

sts. ref, 5–9
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Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
Sit

Offering is either received electronically or by mail.
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Stand

Offertory

LSB 159

Stand

Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;

LSB 162
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Word
A

C

Let us pray. Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction
P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Hymn to Depart

LSB 166
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482 This Joyful Eastertide

Text and tune: Public domain

Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia
Publishing House.
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In Our Prayers

Those Suffering from Illness, Other Trials and Thanksgiving:
-Wayne Reichley -Heather Kirkpatrick -Renee O’Brien (niece of
Bruce Grinager) -Don Nardinelli -Nate Schulz (brother of Elaine
Olson) -Sallie Yates (mother of Ron Yates) -Steve Roaf (brother of Dee
Parker) -Robbie Cockrell (family friend of Bill and Diane Davis) -Tom
Rogers -Lanae Giese (sister of Elaine Olson) -Kay Shine (daughter of
Marlene Silburn) -Andrea Dean (friend of Abby Creiglow)) -Carole
Fabian -Pammie Williams – Marlene Silburn -Ada Towers -Liesl
Merkh (granddaughter of Rick and Vicki Merkh) -Mavis Thurber Gloria Jacobson -Bob Towers (Son of Ada Towers) -Bonnie Beckerson (sister of Ann
Fogerty) -Lynn Gartner (friend of Vicki and Rick Merkh) –Laurie Luckmeyer –Pat Hull
Expectant Mothers:
Katie Cross
Macy Vasquez
Bereavement
The family of Norm Ruecker who died in Christ
on Saturday, April 14
Serving in Our Military:
Nicolas, Brandon, & Carly (grandchildren of Ada Towers)
Jack Carsley and Ted Carsley (grandsons of Georgiann Carsley)
Nathan Dove Samuel David Hull Kara Lunsford
Josh Roaf (nephew of Dee Parker)
Jacob Apodaca (son of Tom & Linda Apodaca and grandson of Lee & Lois Weise)
Our Homebound Members:
Gerry Bauer Rhea Landes Don & Maribeth Nardinelli
Wanda Wagner Mavis Thurber Betty Ruecker
Marlene Silburn
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Holy Cross Chronicles
April 19, 2020
As of April 10, 2020 -Mailed in offering: $8,540+$1,937 electronic giving: = $10,477.00
Sunday 4/19
-Adult Bible Study @ 10:00 am with Pastor Peperkorn via ZOOM
Monday 4/20
-Women’s Bible Study @ 2:00 pm with Dcs. Pamela via ZOOM
Tuesday 4/21
-LifeLight Bible Study No class
-Confirmation @2 :00 pm via ZOOM
-Planning Council 4:30 p.m. via ZOOM
Wednesday 4/22
-Women’s Bible Study @ 9:00 am with Dcs. Pamela via ZOOM
-Lincoln Hills Bible Study No Class
Thursday 4/23
-Doulos Men’s Bible Study – @ 10:00 am via ZOOM
4/19 Gary Yee 4/20 Mavis Thuber 4/21 Jeff Williams
4/22 Kelsey Lunsford and Bonnie Lahde 4/23 Jom Roeder
4/25 Rachael Will and Chelsea Ochsner

4/12 Art and Andrea Zavala; Andrew and Karen Mason
4/14 Al and Dianne Arrington 4/24 Jerry and Jan Matranga
4/26 Jack and Virginia Gaddy
LUTHERAN WITNESS
If you’d like to renew, or start a subscription to “The Lutheran Witness,”
please do so by Sunday, April 28th. The yearly subscription rate is $15.96.
If you need additional information, or have any questions, please contact
Susie Ward at 916-624-3535.
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A Little C.S. Lewis For Our Time
[C.S. Lewis is the beloved author of the Chronicles of Narnia series. He also wrote
many other books and essays. I have loved his Mere Christianity for years. The
section below is from an essay he wrote in 1948. It dealt with the growing reality of
an atomic war. I think it applies pretty well today, too. Enjoy -Pastor Peperkorn]
In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb. “How are we to
live in an atomic age?” I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in
the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost every year, or as
you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land
and cut your throat any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of
cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air raids, an age of
railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.”
In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation.
Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all whom you love were already
sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high
percentage of us were going to die in unpleasant ways. We had, indeed, one very
great advantage over our ancestors—anesthetics; but we have that still. It is
perfectly ridiculous to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the
scientists have added one more chance of painful and premature death to a
world which already bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not
a chance at all, but a certainty.
This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull
ourselves together. If we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let
that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and human things—praying,
working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing
tennis, chatting to our friends over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled
together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs. They may break our
bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not dominate our minds.
— “On Living in an Atomic Age” (1948) in Present Concerns: Journalistic Essays
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